
 

2 THE BLACK DEATH: Work Stations Activity 

 

Task #3 
Use the documents and sources provided to help you answer the following questions on lined paper, using 

full sentences and the Proper Writing Format. 
 

1. Read through the sources provided, and watch the video.  List and describe the symptoms and progression of 
the plague. 
 

2. What does the image (source #3) show?  What are the symptoms that you can see these people have?  What do 
you think the man in the background is doing? 
 

3. Read through source #5.  Imagine the point of view of a person living through this time.  Describe what they 
would be feeling (what kind of emotions?) or thinking as they witnessed this horrible plague (especially as it 
spread so quickly and they had no idea what caused it).   
 

 

Task #4  
 

Use the documents and sources provided to help you answer the following questions on lined paper, using 
full sentences and the Proper Writing Format. 

 
1. Read the excerpt from Boccaccio’s Decameron (source #1).  What did people do to try to prevent the plague?  

Were they successful? 
 

2. Read the next excerpt from Boccaccio’s Decameron (source #2).  Describe the various ways that different people 
reacted to the plague (what did they do? What ended up happening?) 
 

3. Read through the “Cures for the Black Death” (source #3).  Which cure do you think made the most sense? (your 
opinion)  Explain why. 
 

4. Look at/read sources #4 and 5.  What were flagellants?  Why did they do what they did (what was their 
reasoning)? 

 

 

 

 

Name: ________________________ 


